
said that inflation will be 
maintained in single digit 
throughout the medium 
term. 

The most lethal step the 
government has taken is 
the huge reduction in sub-
sidy to electricity consum-
ers — from Rs245 billion to 
Rs156 billion. 

Read. . .  

June 04, 2014-ISLAMABAD:  

Finance Minister Ishaq Dar 
here on Tuesday tabled in 
parliament the Rs3.936 
trillion federal budget for 
2014-15 with 4.9 percent 
deficit, giving more relief to 
the rich business commu-
nity and only peanuts for 
the poor. He also jacked up 
the CNG price by Rs3 per 
kg.  

The minister proposed to 
raise the salaries of gov-
ernment employees by 10 
percent and the minimum 
monthly wage to Rs12,000 
from Rs10,000. The mini-
mum pension is being 
raised from Rs5,000 to 
Rs6,000. 

  

Under the Benazir Income 
Su p por t  P r og r am m e 
(BISP), the poor will now 
receive Rs1,500 per 
month, Rs300 more com-
pared to the previous fis-
cal. Now 5.3 million fami-
lies will be supported in-
stead of 4.1 million. 

The government substan-
tially reduced the subsidies 
to Rs203 billion from 
Rs323.020 billion, meaning 
that the masses will be ex-
posed to more financial 
miseries. 

 The minister vowed to in-
crease the GDP growth, to 
gradually rise to 7.1 per-
cent by FY 2016-17, and 

June 06,2014- ISLAMABAD:  

The government has de-
cided to constitute a high-
level parliamentary com-
mittee to prepare a com-
prehensive electoral re-
forms package to ensure 
rigging-free elections in the 
country.  

parliamentary committee 

would include representa-
tives of all the political par-
ties in proportion to their 
representation in parlia-
ment. It would be an influ-
ential committee like the 
one assigned the task of 
recommending the 18th 
Amendment by the previ-
ous parliament. Although, 
most of the political parties 

A pro-business budget  
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Govt to form parliamentary committee for 

electoral reforms  

W W W . P A K V O T E R . O R G  

Democracy Vibes 
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had complaints about rig-
ging in the last year elec-
tions, it was thePakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf that has 
agitated the issue most 
and recently even started 
street protests and public 
rallies to get the electoral 
process reformed  

Read. . .  

http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-30718-A-pro-business-budget
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-30772-Govt-to-form-parliamentary-committee-for-electoral-reforms


P A G E  2  

After the approval of IMF 

tranche under $6.67 

billion Extended Fund 

Facility (EFF), Pakistan’s 

foreign currency 

reserves will get close to 

$15 billion by end June 

2014.  

Arbitration centers to settle disputes  

NA passes federal budget; opposition’s 

amendments rejected  

Pakistan, India working for dialogue 

restoration  
June09,2014- ISLAMABAD:  

Pakistan and India are 
working for restoration of 
dialogue between the two 
countries, and for this 
purpose diplomatic chan-
nels are at work.  

Indian High Commis-
sioner Dr TCA Raghvan 
had an important meeting 
with Foreign Secretary 
Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry 
here in the Foreign Office 
the other day. The two 
discussed way forward 

 

premiers had bilateral 
meeting on the second 
day.  

Read. . . 

 

Nawaz Sharif, the House 
approved some amend-
ments moved by Finance 
Minister Senator Ishaq 
Dar and rejected the op-
position’s amendments. 

According to an amend-
ment moved by the fi-
nance minister, the fi-

June 22, 2014-ISLAMABAD  

The National Assembly on 
Saturday approved the 
Finance Bill for fiscal year 
2014-15 with a total outlay 
of Rs4.3 trillion.  

Passing the finance bill in 
the presence of Prime 
Minis ter  Muhammad 

nance bill will come into 
force from July 1 except 
some sub-clauses of 
Clause 2 and Clause 3 
pertaining to amend-
ments to the Customs 
Act, 1969 and the Sales 
Act, 1990. 

Read. . . 

proceed with the normal 
course of law.  

The draft law envisages 
that in civil and commer-
cial cases, all courts of 
original jurisdiction shall 
require from parties to 
first go for mediation prior 
to permitting the cases to 
be tried. The purpose of 
the law is to get rid of  

delays and prolonged 
litigation in civil and com-
mercial matters, which 
besides hurting the peo-
ple have burdened the 
courts with huge backlog 
of cases. In case of fail-
ure to bring about the 
settlement, the court 
would proceed with nor-

mal litigation  cases 

Read. . . 

June21,2014-ISLAMABAD:  

The law ministry has pre-
pared a draft law for an 
Alternate Dispute Reso-
lution System under 
which disputing parties in 
civil and commercial mat-
ters would be required to 
first get their issues set-
tled through mediators, 
failing which they could 

D E M O C R A C Y  V I B E S  

for foreign secretary 
level talks as Pakistan is 
willing to take part in it if 
the first round is even 
held in New Delhi.  

The proposal for foreign 
secretary level talks was 
made by Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
last month when Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif 
went to New Delhi for 
attending his new Indian 
counterpart’s swearing- 

in ceremony and the two  

http://tribune.com.pk/story/667741/contentious-clauses-ppo-runs-into-wall-of-opposition-in-senate/
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-31085-NA-passes-federal-budget;opposition%E2%80%99s-amendments-rejected
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-31075-Arbitration-centres-to-settle-disputes


EU assures continued support for Pakistan  
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June 25, 2014 - ISLAMABAD:  

The European Union ex-
pressed its strong support for 
a prosperous, democratic 
and secure Pakistan, and its 
continued willingness to sup-
port democracy, good gov-
ernance and rule of law.  

The assurance was given in 
the fifth meeting of the EU-
Pakistan Joint Commission, 
which was held here under 
the co-chairmanship of For-

eign Secretary Aizaz Ahmad 
Chaudhry and Chief Operat-
ing Officer of the European 
External Action Service, 
David O’Sullivan. 

Both sides appreciated the 
strengthening of the EU-
Pakistan relations and 
stressed the progress made 
in implementation of the EU-
Pakistan five-year Engage-
ment Plan, culminating most 
recently with the second 
round of the strategic dia- 

logue between HR/VP Ashton 
and National Security and For-
eign Policy Adviser Sartaj Aziz. 

Read. . . 

nomic policies that interna-
tional financial institutions are 
reposing confidence in Paki-
stan,” Federal Minister for 
Finance Ishaq Dar said in his 
brief statement issued here 
on Friday after approval of 
the IMF tranche.  

After the approval of this 
tranche under $6.67 billion 

June 28, 2014 - ISLAMABAD:  

At a time when political tem-
perature is rising, the IMF 
executive board in its meet-
ing in Washington DC on 
Friday approved the fourth 
tranche of $555.9 million for 
Pakistan.  

“It is the success of our eco-

Extended Fund Facility 
(EFF), Pakistan’s foreign 
currency reserves will get 
close to $15 billion by end 
June 2014. The foreign cur-
rency reserves have already 
touched $14 billion and with 
the inflow of $555.9 million it 
will touch $14.5 billion.  

Read. . .  

agenda. He said that the na-
tion would be triumphant in 
the war against terrorists. He 
expressed these views while 
talking to a delegation of 
Pakistan Bar Council (PBC) 
here on Thursday. 

Referring to the slogans of 
revolution by some politi-
cians, Nawaz said they were 
working for vested interests. 
He said the fate of Pakistan 

would be changed during the 
tenure of the incumbent de-
mocratic government. 

Read. . . 

June 27, 2014– ISLAMABAD:  

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
has said that Pakistan’s fu-
ture is connected to democ-
racy and Constitution and the 
revolution in Pakistan will 
only come through election.  

He said the political forces 
would join hands to face the 
people having a useless 

Revolution only through elections: Nawaz  

IMF approves $555.9m tranche for Pakistan  

http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-31172-EU-assures-continued-support-for-Pakistan
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-31232-IMF-approves-$5559m-tranche-for-Pakistan
http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-13-31200-Revolution-only-through-elections-Nawaz

